
2 Feb in as much as they are with you. . . . God is even more on your side. DO NOT 

TIENCE. THE task must be met head-on which well merits your stand. 
I may add that it will be a good thing if you would, as the occasion arises, leave 

town for a rest. The task takes strength. So, as often as possible, go away for a 
rest, pray- and meditate that you may build up a reservoir of strength. . . . Re- 
turn. Above all, ONLY ENTER THE SCENE WHEN NECESSARY, AND WITH 
SOMEONES. This will enable witnesses to speak if when necessary. Have your 
home protected as much as possible. 

Dr. and Mrs. Troup and a host of others sent their best regards and wishes to 
you but I did not think to pass it on to you. 

AGE. THE STORM WILL BREAK! 
Call me or drop me a line to let me know how things are working out. I did not 

have much interest in Tabernacle before now, but I can say with truth that I am 
interested in the psatorate. 

Remember I shall ever pray for you during these crises days . . . and not for you 
only but all those faced with the momentous task! 

[strikeout illegible] 

1956 BACK DOWN, DO NOT SWERVE. KEEP THE COURAGE. KEEP THE PA- 

AGAIN, DO NOT DESPAIR. THIS IS YOUR TASK! FACE WITH IT COUR- 

Your pal, 
Mac. 

TAHL. DABCC. 

I. McCall refers to Cornelius V. Troup, president of Fort Valley State College, and Katie Troup. 
2. On 28 October 1955 McCall asked King to “use his influence in trying to get an appointment” 

at Tabernacle Baptist Church in Birmingham, but McCall remained at Fort Valley State College. 

From Frank L. Stanley 

2 February 1956 
Louisville, Ky. 

Stanley, editor of the Louisville Defender and general president of Alpha Phi Alpha, 
pledges the support of the oldest African-Amoican collegefraternity, which King had 
joined in 1952 at Boston University.‘ Kings response to this letter has not been located, 
but the notation “answered”appears on it. 

I. Frank Leslie Stanley, Sr. (1906-1974), born in Chicago and raised in Kentucky, received his B.A. 
(1929) from Atlanta University. Stanley joined the staff of the Louisville Defader in 1933, becoming 
editor and general manager in 1936. He was editor and publisher until his death. He served as general 
president of Alpha Phi Alpha from 1955 to 1957. 
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Reverend M. L. King 
309 South Jackson 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Brother King: 

2 Feb 
'956 

Alpha is proud of the leadership that you have given to the bus segregation 
protest movement in your city. 

We realize the trying hours you are experiencing as the object of a white coun- 
cil-countrolled police department, and bombwielding segregationists. But by the 
grace of God, you have been spared to continue the fight. 

Twenty-four thousand Alphas and millions of other Negroes fight with you, 
even though removed from the immediate scene of your battlefront. You have 
but to call on us, your Brothers, if we can be of any material assistance. We are 
already with you spiritually. At least, I personally and officially want to keep in 
close touch with you in this period of peril. 

I know you cannot communicate afar too easily, but your story should be kept 
alive, at least until victory is won over those who would still deny you full and 
unsegregated access to your city transportation facilities. 

Saturday, February 4, I shall be meeting in Buffalo, New York, with the Central 
Committee of the Executive Council. If there is any information you think should 
be given Alpha, call me at the Statler Hotel. Further, I will arrange to come to 
Montgomery, if you desire. * 

May God keep you as you vigorously endeavor to demonstrate that the broth- 
erhood of man was intended for practical application here on earth-even in 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

Fraternally and sincerely, 
[s igned]  
Frank L. Stanley, General President 

THLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 67. 

2 .  After King and several other Alphas were indicted for their role in the bus boycott, Stanley, 
general secretary James Huger, and southern vice president Lewis 0. Swingler traveled to Montgom- 
ery to offer moral and financial support (see Stanley to King, 22 March 1956, pp. 201 -202 in thisvolume). 

Notes on MIA Executive Board Meeting, 
by Donald T. Ferron 

2 February 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

A day after E. D. NixonS home was bombed, King and the MIA executive board 
discuss the need to protect mass meetings and leaders from violent reprisals. After 
appointing a committee to organize church patrols, the executive board discusses the 
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